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 Breif 
Children’s Book Illustration 
For this project I choose to illustrate and write my own children’s 
book to help bring awareness to spiders. 

Artist Statment: 

Often children are taught growing up that spiders are scary 
and if they see one it is okay to squash and kill them. Chil-
dren have a hard time taking a step back from the things 
that scare them, looking at those fears head on, and ration-
ally understanding the root cause of what it is that makes 
them so frightened. Stories can help children grapple with 
fightful emotions. Children can see themselves reflected in 
the stories they read. In this study I examined arachnid pho-
bia in children and different illustration styles to construct, 
write, and illustrate my own children’s book. Research has 
shown having enough knowledge about insects can signif-
icantly reduce irrational fear and phobia. My book is about 
a little girl who brings her pet spider to school for show and 
tell. At first all the students, even the teacher is scared of 
her pet. But after hearing the girl talk about her spider and 
seeing how they interact with one another, the students in 
the class learn that some things are not so scary after all 
and become very intrigued with the pet spider. Future im-
plications of my research is the creation of a published book 
that is a visual piece creating a positive impact on changing 
perceptions. This could benefit future teachers, parents, and 
children.
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